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What is LearnHigher CETL? 

ÅPartnership of 16 universities, researching 20 
learning areas

ÅHelping to build a research base for learning 
development 

ÅUsing research and evaluation to develop 
freely adaptable study resources 

www.learnhigher.ac.uk



Overview of session

ÅWhat time management tools do you use?

ÅDeveloping the LearnHigher year planners

ÅDeveloping the Big Draw sheets

ÅWhat resources would you like to create?



What time management tools do you 
use? 

Discuss in pairs / small groups: 

üTake out your time management tools ς

e.g. Diary, note-book, phone, PDA

üHow do you use it to manage your time? 

üWhat are the advantages & disadvantages 
of its format? 



LearnHigher year planners
Research at the University of Reading shows 

that students: 

ÅStruggle with balancing their study and other commitments

ÅFind it hard to get an overview of ongoing deadlines and daily 
tasks

ÅAre not necessarily moving towards electronic time 
management devices 

ÅUse a combination of different tools depending on their 
preferred way of working



A flexible time management tool

ÅCollaboration between:  

- University of Brighton = LH visual practices

- University of Reading = LH time management

- Luce Choulesςdesigner, Chalet Alpin

ÅA time management tool needs to be:

ïFlexible

ïSupport different ways of working

ïOverview timelines & weekly views on the same tool

ïInteractive / tangible 

ïHelp students visualise their time 

ïDesigned for the academic year 



LearnHigher
year planner



Pilot at the University of Reading

6 month pilot of 500 planners across 9 departments 
in 2007: 

Å92% of respondents said the planner 
helped their time management

Å41% of respondents were still using 
it at the end of the academic year



How do students use the planners?



How do students use the planners?



Ongoing cycle of research and design

Feedback showed that:

ÅStudents like the time management tips under 
each month

ÅMany students had trouble knowing how best 
to hang it on their wall



Ongoing cycle of research and design

In response to this feedback we added: 

ïMore

aƻǊŜ άǘƻǇ ǘƛǇǎέ ŦǊƻƳ 
LearnHigher

A diagram showing 
how to hang up the 
planner 



What next? The future of the planners

ÅIn February we sent out sample planners to over 50 HEIs 
in the UK and Ireland

ÅWe will be sending a feedback questionnaire to these HEIs 
to continue our evaluation and development of the design

ÅTo find out about how to order the planners see:
www.learnhigher.ac.uk/learningareas/timemanagement
/lhyearplanner.htm 

or email Michelle Reid at michelle.reid@reading.ac.uk



More time management resources



Big Draw @ Brighton

ÅAim: to encourage staff and students to rediscover 
drawing and explore the role it can play in HE across 
all disciplines

ÅDrawing can: 
Åimprove observation skills
Åreinforce learning & memory
Åhelp generate  and communicate ideas
ÅŀŎŎŜǎǎ ΨƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǾŜǊōŀƭƛǎŜΩ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ
Åand much more..... 

ÅPart of the Visual Practices project; 
Big Draw@Brighton also received the 2008 Drawing
Inspiration Award from the National Campaign for Drawing 




